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NO TOLERANCE FOR SPEEDING DRIVERS 

 

The country’s leading roads policing officer, Anthony Bangham who is also Chief 

Constable for  West Mercia Police will have struck an accord with many law abiding 

road users when he suggested a crackdown on motorists who speed; suggesting 

they should be brought to task for breaking the limit by even 1mph. Under current 

policing guidelines, motorists are not generally stopped if they are driving at up to 

10% over the limit – and they are often given an extra 2mph allowance on top of 

that. However, Chief Constable Anthony Bangham, the National Police Chiefs’ Council roads 

policing lead has called for the 10% buffer zone to be scrapped. He is also of the view that Speed 

Awareness Courses are over used and more fines and poiints should be issued to offenders 

 

Anthony Bangham said 
 

 “Let’s change the message – we are proud to 
be law enforcers. I do not want the public to 
be surprised, I want them to be embarrassed 
when they get caught. They need to 
understand the law is set at the limit for a 
reason. They should not come whinging to us 
about getting caught. If booked at 35 or 34 or 
33 [in a 30mph zone] that cannot be unfair 
because they are breaking the law.” 
 

Edmund King from the AA said:  
 

“Of course speeding is dangerous, and drivers 
should not speed. But surely it is better to 
educate motorists rather than just slap a fine 
on them. The last thing we want is drivers 
glued to speedometer  

 
 
100% of time. We want drivers to concentrate 
on road ahead and not be worried about going 
one or two miles over the limit.” 
 

Joshua Harris from Brake said:  

 

“Speed limits are exactly that, limits, set at 
the top speed that it is safe to drive on any 
particular road. Drivers who go beyond these 
limits are behaving recklessly and 
endangering the lives of themselves and 
others. Brake wholeheartedly supports Chief 
Constable Anthony Bangham’s view that a 
zero-tolerance approach to speeding is 
required, sending a clear signal that breaking 
the law is not acceptable. 
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MOTOWAY LAY-BYS TO BE MORE FREQUENT 

 

The frequency of motorway refuge areas/lay-bys for broken down vehicles to use on motorways 

with no hard shoulder – will be increased, it has been 

announced. Highways England who are responsible for 

running the country’s motorways and major A roads, 

will build future refuge areas every mile “where 

practicable”, instead of every 1.5 miles. It will also 

install more refuge areas in locations “with the 

highest levels of potential live lane stops.” 

 

There is much controversy about the concept of Smart motorways where the hard shoulder is used 

as a running lane but there is no doubt that it boosts capacity. However many drivers and motoring 

groups are unhappy with the perceived lack of lay-bys on these stretches of road, with some 

describing smart motorways as “death zones” and the refuge areas as “desperate unreachable 

havens” in a 2016 AA Questionnaire. 

 

 

WIDER USE OF MOBILE SAFETY CAMERAS 

 

An investigation by IAM RoadSmart has found that more than a third-of police forces are using their 

mobile safety camera vans to prosecute drivers not wearing 

seatbelts or using a handheld mobile phone. The information 

comes from a Freedom of Information request submitted to 44 

police forces which found that 16 of them use the pictures from 

the cameras in their vans to pursue these offences as a matter of 

routine, and a further four do so occasionally. They have detected 

8,000 unbelted drivers between them and around 1,000 with a 

mobile in their hand in 2016 (three police forces provided a 

category called "other offences" which totalled about 500 in 2016). 

 

IAM RoadSmart surveys also show that drivers put enforcing mobile phone laws in second place 

behind drink and drug driving as a road traffic policing priority. Seatbelt use is in sixth place but it 

is well established that those not wearing a seatbelt are much more likely to die or be seriously 

injured in a crash. However some police forces have reservations about using safety cameras or 

camera vans to record non-speeding offences as questions need to be resolved around Home Office 

Type and image quality for successful prosecutions. 

 

  

NEW MOT STANDARDS FROM MAY 

 

Changes are to be made to the annual MOT test from 20th May 2018 which will bring about a rating 

for faults. The test will group faults into three new categories (Dangerous, Major and Minor), and 

will alter the requirements made of diesel vehicles. 

 

Any cars which are rated Major or Dangerous will automatically fail. Cars with Minor defects will be 

allowed to pass and the faults will be recorded and any car that has a diesel particulate filter that 

looks as if it has been tampered with or removed will not pass – unless it can be proved it has been 

cleaned. The DVSA hopes that by reclassifying more serious issues, drivers would be less likely to 

drive away from a garage in a car that’s potentially not roadworthy. 
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FEWER TESTS – HIGHER DETECTION RATE 

 

Police forces across England and Wales recorded a 3.9% year-on-year increase in the number of 

motorists caught drink or drug driving in December 2017 using an intelligence-led approach which 

targeted areas where drink and drug driving is more commonplace, despite administering fewer 

tests. 

 

91,466 tests were administered across December 2017 (down 

3.6% from 94,940 in 2016) – with 5,922 returning positive, 

refused or failed (up 3.9% from 5,698). The figures mean the 

percentage of positive tests rose from 6% in 2016, to 6.5% in 

2017. The NPCC figures also show a higher rate of positive 

tests following a collision. Of the 17,138 tests administered in 

these circumstances, 9.2% (1,575) were positive. Drivers under 

the age of 25 years also recorded a higher than average fail 

rate – with 8.1% of the 15,439 test administered (1,250) to this age group proving positive. The 

question therefore has to be asked as to whether this is as a result of the approach being taken or a 

lapse in what was believed to be a success rate amongst younger people not drinking and driving. 

 

With regard to drug driving, 3,885 drug screening devices were administered, with 1,678 (43.2%) 

returning positive. 

 

RAISE THE SPEED LIMIT TO 80MPH ON MOTORWAYS 

 

The ABD (Alliance of British Drivers) is attempting to put raising the maximum speed limit on the 

motorway from 70 to 80 back on the agenda. 

 

They phrased their argument on the basis that  

 

Given speed is ‘not the cause of high speed crashes they are demanding that the ‘outdated and 

discredited 70mph motorway speed limit be raised to 80mph. Rather than speed, 

these collisions are the consequence of alcohol/substance-abuse induced 

impairment and/or criminal behaviour adding that  inattention and poor 

observation are always the table-topping primary causation factors. 

 

 

REPORTING ROAD CRASHES ON LINE PROPOSED 

 

Drivers could soon be able to report accidents online, making it quicker and easier, under new 

proposals by the Department for Transport. Many police forces already allow victims to report 

crimes online and this could be extended to crashes in a bid to modernise the service. The move 

would lessen the burden on motorists who have to report a crash in person within 24 hours, cut the 

need for people to take time off work and also free up police resources. People will still be able to 

report crashes at police stations. More than 130,000 personal-injury accidents are reported to the 

police each year with most recorded by an officer at the scene. But around 20% of these are made 

at police stations. A further 55,000 damage-only crashes were also reported over the counter in 

2015. The Department has launched a Consultation which closes on 24th April 2018. 

 

A copy of the Consultation can be found at  

https://www.grahamfeest.com/home/resources/documents/latest-uploads/ 
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DRIVERS’ HOURS: CHANGES TO FINES FOR COMMERCIAL DRIVERS 

 

From 5th March 2018 rules will change which will mean that lorry, bus and coach drivers who drive 

“tired” will be fined for every time they've done it in the last 28 days. The Driver and Vehicle 

Standards Agency (DVSA) will be able to fine drivers up to £300 for each occasion if they’re caught 

breaking the rules and could also be prosecuted or have their vehicle immobilised. 

 

At the moment, DVSA can only fine drivers for: 

 

 Offences committed on the day 

 Ongoing offences, like manipulating tachograph records, which record drivers’ hours 

 

DVSA traffic examiners will from 5th March 

2018 be able to issue on-the-spot fines for any 

drivers’ hours offences committed in the last 

28 days. In a single roadside check, DVSA 

traffic examiners will be able to issue fines for 

up to 5 drivers’ hour’s offences. It means you 

could be fined up to £1,500 in a single check if 

there is evidence that the rules have been 

consistently broken irrespective of whether the 

offence took place in Great Britain or 

elsewhere in the world. Drivers will need to 

pay any fines immediately, before being 

allowed to continue their journey and DVSA will 

have the power to immobilise their vehicle 

until they pay. 

 

Lorry, bus and coach drivers must take a 45-hour rest break at least every fortnight. Since 

November 2017, DVSA has started to fine drivers up to £300 if they spend their full weekly rest 

break in their vehicle in places where it causes a problem. For example, if a lorry driver spends 

their full break in the cab of their lorry in a layby. 

 

This tougher approach is designed to take action against any drivers or operators who break drivers’ 

hour’s rules and will help make our roads safer. 

 

 

IN FRANCE 

 

The French government has announced it is to cut the speed limit from 

90kmh (56mph) to 80kmh (50mph) on many of the country’s roads. The 

reduction, which will be introduced from 1 July 2018 on roads without 

central reservations, comes as French ministers seek to address road 

fatalities, which have risen over the last three years following a steady 

decline since 1972. 
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NEW STUDY SHOWS DRIVER HEALTH IS IMPROVING 

 

The demands on commercial vehicle drivers are huge. The most significant factor is that the nature 

of driving with long hours spent in an almost static position having the potential for a lasting 

negative impact on the human body. It can be a particular challenge for the driver to find time to 

eat a proper and healthy meal opting for fast food rather than a healthier alternative. 

 
This is good news as many of the problems associated with tiredness and falling asleep at the wheel 

are symptomatic of poor diet and self-management leading to crashes. 

 
Despite these factors pointing towards poor 

diet and a lack of exercise being the default 

position for commercial drivers, there is 

evidence to suggest the tide is turning and 

that drivers are making more positive choices 

in terms of health and diet. 

 

New research commissioned by Volkswagen 

Commercial Vehicles and carried out by 

Onepoll.com shows that an increasing number 

of drivers are abandoning sweet and salty 

snacks in favour of healthier options. One in 

seven of those polled said they made their 

own packed lunch in order to control their 

diet and avoid temptation, while one in ten 

said they stuck to a healthy diet of fruit, 

vegetables and salad whilst out on the road. 

Four in ten had also pledged to ditch 

unhealthy snacks like crisps and sweets in 

favour of salads and fruit.  
 

Further positives were revealed when the 

drivers polled were asked about their levels 

of physical activity. The average driver works 

out at least twice a week, one in ten say they 

work out in the gym at least five times every 

week and three quarters take some form of 

exercise at least once every seven days. More 

than half of drivers say football is their sport 

of choice and almost a third picking rugby as 

their favourite form of exercise. Other sports 

that proved to be popular amongst drivers 

were tennis and cycling, with over a fifth 

even stating scuba diving was a hobby of 

choice. 

So the modern commercial driver is far from 

the stereotype- but what of the commonly-

held notion of the ‘white van man’? Out of 

those polled, 43 percent were women, 

helping to dispel the gender-biased 

stereotype, while the notion of the ‘white 

van man’ was challenged by almost two thirds 

of all respondents. 

 

As well as an increased diversity of gender, 

the career of commercial vehicle driver is 

evidently attracting a broader range of 

people who have more to offer than just 

driving skill and dedication to their duties. 

When questioned about their favourite 

hobbies and interests outside of work, 

reading and cooking were popular with 

around a third of respondents, while even 

more expressive interests such as going to the 

theatre, art and collecting antiques also 

came up in the responses. While these 

statistics represent only a portion of 

commercial vehicle drivers they clearly 

illustrate that the old stereotypes can be 

consigned to history sooner rather than later. 

 

The research has shown that some of the 

preconceptions about commercial vehicle 

drivers are well wide of the mark, and the 

van drivers of today accurately reflect the 

society they come from: diverse, motivated, 

courteous, smart and a lot more concerned 

about their own health and the well-being of 

those around them than you might think 
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SHARING THE ROADS WITH LARGE GOODS VEHICLES 

 

The following advice has been issued from IAM RoadSmart about sharing the roads with Large Goods 

Vehicles or indeed for that matter any large vehicle. It represents an ideal check list of pointers 

which all drivers need to consider as well as pointers for those teaching learners to drive. 

  

When you're driving along the motorway, 

you'll notice a lot of foreign HGV number 

plates. Bear in mind that the driver will be 

sitting on the left hand side rather than the 

right, so you may be difficult to see and the 

driver may be acclimatising his lane position 

in the UK. Take extra care when passing and 

allow more space if you can. 

 

We've all heard the saying "if you can see 

their mirrors, then they can see you." An HGV 

can have up to five mirrors and the driver is 

only limited to looking at one at a time so 

they may not see you. Hold back and you will 

eventually be visible in their mirrors. 

 

Identify when there is a likelihood of the HGV 

changing lanes. Is there a slip road coming up 

which will be joining traffic and may force a 

lane change? Or if there is an HGV in lane 

two, are they likely to change back into lane 

one? Be accommodating by hanging back and 

allowing them to pull into the lane they are 

looking to move into. 

 

At one point in time, we've all experienced 

heavy spray from an HGV in front of us, you 

can control this by extending the distance 

between yourself and the lorry. The Highway 

Code suggests four seconds in the rain but if 

needed, make it more. Not only will it 

prevent your wipers working overtime, it will 

also improve your vision beyond the HGV. 

 

An articulated lorry will track sideways in a 

right hand bend on the motorway and on a 

roundabout so avoid being beside it. A good 

rule of thumb is to be safely in front of or 

safely behind, but never beside an HGV when 

entering a roundabout. 

 

If you see a queue of traffic in front of you 

and have an HGV behind you, introduce your 

brake lights early to pre-warn the driver  

 

behind and slow down gradually. This will let 

the HGV driver extend their braking distance 

and stop in plenty of time. On a motorway or 

dual carriageway, hazard lights can be used 

to show drivers behind you of any issues 

further in front (Highway Code rule 116). 

 

Despite being legally limited to 60mph, an 

HGV can only physically go a maximum of 

56mph on the motorway. So if you do see a 

HGV on the right hand lane, give them a 

helping hand by slowing down and letting 

them into the left lane. Facilitate the pass if 

you can. 

 

The driver of a large vehicle will sometimes 

need a bit of extra space to move down the 

road. Visibility can be restricted, and no 

amount of mirrors will allow all of the blind 

spots to be monitored all of the time. By 

applying some simple rules and sharing the 

road space, we can make life easier for all of 

us. On a roundabout they will need more than 

one lane so let them have it, a few seconds 

delay will be worth it if you prevent a 

collision. 
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PROJECT EDWARD 2018 

 

Project Edward has become part of the annual road safety programme 

and this year will take place on Wednesday 19th September when the 

focus that no one should die on Europe’s Roads as a result of a road 

collision. Throughput Europe people are being asked to sign the pledge 

and make a special effort to use the roads in a responsible way and 

particularly on the day itself. Last year a number of countries in Europe 

where able to stand tall and say that no one was killed and certainly the 

aim is that this should be ever greater in 2018. 

 

You can find more and sign the pledge as shown below at https://projectedward.eu/ 

 

 Remind my family, friends and 

colleagues to take extra care on the 

roads. 

 Put my lights on for safety. 

 Drive as safely as I can and follow 

the rules when behind the wheel or 

riding a motorbike or bicycle. 

 Be extra vigilant and attentive to the 

needs of pedestrians, cyclists, 

children, older people and horse 

riders. 

 Drive at speeds that are both legal 

and safe. 

 Carry out proper safety checks on my 

tyres. 

 Pay particular attention when driving 

near schools, and where there are 

lots of children. 

 Never drive after drinking alcohol or 

taking drugs/medicines that could 

impair safety. 

 Look as far ahead as possible and not 

tailgate other drivers 

 Always wear my seat belt and ensure 

that everyone with me wears theirs. 

 Not use my mobile phone while 

driving. 

 Ensuring I am not distracted by 

anything inside or outside the car, or 

inside my head. 

 Set a good example to my passengers 

by driving calmly and safely. 

 If I’m a passenger, make sure that 

the driver is fit and legal to drive 

 

Ed Comment 

Seems to me that there is a lot in the above fourteen points that we should be getting to everyone 

and particularly those who are learning to drive. Road Users understanding and implementing the 

above would in my view be far more beneficial that a great deal of stuff contained in the Highway 

Code which however good it is in terms of extending knowledge is not really rightly named as a 

Highway Code these days. 

 

IN THE NETHERLANDS 

 

In order to discourage texting while walking or cycling, the municipality of Amsterdam have started 

the Superbelangrijk campaign. That's because the number of collisions 

involving cyclists and pedestrians is on the rise. In December 2017, the 

Minister of Infrastructure announced that she was working on a legislative 

proposal to ban texting while cycling.  This ban is likely to be put in place 

in 2020. Rather than wait for the ban to be finalised, Amsterdam has 

decided to start up a campaign called Superbelangrijk (super important) 

to warn cyclists and pedestrians of the dangers of cycling or walking 

whilst texting or calling. 
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TRAFFIC CONGESTION – THE FACTS 2017 

 

Congestion cost UK motorists more than £37.7bn last year, with drivers spending an average of 31 
hours a year in jams during peak hours. According to the INRIX 2017 Global Traffic Scorecard, the 
direct and indirect costs of congestion to all UK motorists cost drivers an average of £1,168 each. 
According to INRIX, the UK was the 10th most congested country in the world, and third most 
congested in Europe, with Russia the most congested. 

London remained the most congested major city in the UK for 

the 10th year in a row, ranked second in Europe after Moscow 

and seventh in the world overall. London drivers spent 

approximately 74 hours a year in congestion during peak 

times, at an average cost of £2,430 a year. Manchester, 

Birmingham, Luton and Edinburgh were the UK’s next four 

most congested major cities. Drivers in Manchester spent 39 

hours in congestion during peak hours  

INRIX analysed congestion in 111 cities and towns in the UK. It calculated direct costs as the value 

of fuel and time wasted, while indirect costs relate to freighting and business fees from company 

vehicles idling in traffic that are passed on through higher prices.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ROAD MAINTENANCE 

(A Public Opinion) 

 

Over 17,000 AA members who were recently questioned on the subject of road maintenance 

expressed the view that maintenance of local roads is overlooked in favour of maintenance of 

motorways and major roads (72%), however only 27% agree that maintaining these larger roads is 

much more important than maintaining local roads. Only one in seven (15%) agree that their local 

roads are maintained to a high standard. In the last two years, around two fifths (41%) of 

respondents have experienced some kind of damage to their vehicle due to a pothole in the road. 
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GDL – BACK ON THE AGENDA? 

The Prime Minister has personally intervened in the matter of the possible introduction of some 

form of Graduated Licencing for newly qualified drivers and has 

asked the Department for Transport to investigate the options 

again to help reduce crashes among young drivers. From a study 

which is now some years old and questioned now by many 

researchers but never the less the only figures we have is that 

one in five newly qualified drivers have some kind of crash in the 

first six months of driving and we have long been trying to find a 

way in which we can make a greater impact on this number. Also 

we know that premature death amongst young people under the 

age of 25 years is often as a result of a road collision. 

The road safety profession along with many of the driver training organisations have supported for 

many years the idea of some kind of graduated licencing approach when the driver first becomes 

qualified. However whilst there is wide spread support in principle for such an approach there is a 

wide difference of opinion as to what the actual restrictions during such a period should be. In 

addition whilst many of those who support the idea they are not convinced of the impact it will 

actually have post any restrictive period. 

Never the less it would appear to be back on the agenda once again and probably sooner than one 

might have expected. Drivers do crash through a lack of experience more than anything else and 

one wonders whether we could achieve just as much if more had private practice during their 

learning period when exposure to more situations would then be under supervision rather than 

them being alone once they had passed their test. 

I do just wonder however how many drivers would actually be bothered about having a restrictive 

period as many it would seem don’t drive immediately after passing their test and so could well be 

in the same position once a period of restriction had been served. 

Whatever the outcome of any consultation I really can’t see anything happening for a couple of 

years and it may well be that Government might wish to look at the experience in Northern Ireland 

first before putting anything firmly in place in the rest of the United Kingdom. Northern Ireland has 

recently consulted on a number of measures but they don’t yet have any Government to pass any 

regulations if the outcome of the consultation favoured such an approach. 

 

YOUNG DRIVERS INSURANCE 

Analysis by the Association of British Insurers 

(ABI) shows that motor insurance accounts for 

10.1% of the average salary of drivers aged 

between 18-21 years – five times more than 

the 2% average for all other drivers. Drivers 

aged between 50-59 years pay the lowest 

proportion of their average salary. The ABI 

says the figures provide further evidence of 

the need for reforms to help stem rising 

motor insurance premiums, especially for 

young drivers. It suggests rising premiums are 

caused by factors such as the way 

compensation pay-outs are calculated and 

resurgence in whiplash-style claims. Among a 

raft of measures to address the issue – 

including creating a fairer system for 

awarding compensation – the ABI is calling on 

the Government to implement graduated 

driver licensing (GDL) to ‘protect both young 

drivers and those already on the road’. 
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CONTROLLING SPEED ILLUSION 

Some creative illusions on the road make for an interesting concept to slow drivers down and it 

would seem that they are likely to be used for the first time in Germany. 

To increase road safety, a pedestrian crossing with a 3D 

visual effect might soon be seen in the north German city of 

Braunschweig. The white stripes with graphic effects are 

proposed to be painted on the road where locals have been 

complaining that motorists drive too fast on a particular 

street despite a speed limit of 30 km/h and a traditional 

zebra crossing in place. Motorists will hopefully slow down 

and brake upon seeing the crossing as it looks like its 

floating. A similar approach has already been trialled in 

Austria. 

 

Another approach of the creative use of paint on the ground 

is that of abysses made by street artists, where passers-by 

reflexively hop to the side so as not to fall in. 

These are considered to be cheap options and if it does not 

work or the effect in a specific location loses its impact then 

it can just be easily removed. 

 

 

BLUE LIGHT AWARE 

GEM Motoring Assist who followed up the initial Video produced in the nineties by the Association of 

Industrial Road Safety Officers through the National Blue Light User 

Conference entitled “Sharing the Roads with Emergency Vehicles” are now 

seeking to update their version which was known by the title “Blue Light 

Aware” 

They are looking for feedback and comment on the existing DVD before 

going into production of a new and updated version of this popular and very 

much used DVD.  

You can view the existing version at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=btRHvQEIkcU, and then go 

to the questionnaire and make your comments at  https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/95NS8B8 

 

LOOK OUT FOR PEDESTRIANS 

 

More than 140 buses driving through the Square Mile are providing a visual 

reminder for drivers and riders to look out for pedestrians, as part of an 

ongoing campaign by the City of London Corporation 
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BANNED BEFORE LEGAL AGE FOR DRIVING 

Young people seem unaware that they can be banned from driving even though they are not old 

enough to be behind the wheel on the public highway. The 

problem however is that by the time the young person is old 

enough to drive the period of disqualification has often 

expired and many feel that the ban given at the time should 

be sufficient to extend beyond the date at which they can 

legally start to drive on the road. That is to say a person at 

the age of say twelve who is given a two year ban should 

more effectively be given a seven year ban so that it extends 

into the first two years of their entitlement to hold a licence. 

The discussion comes in the wake of a freedom of information request by the BBC which has 

revealed that more than 1,000 driving bans were issued last year to young people not legally old 

enough to be behind the wheel. The DVLA statistics, provided to the BBC following a FOI request, 

reveal that the number of disqualifications handed out to young people aged 16 years and under 

rose to 1,024 last year. The 2017 figure is 47% higher than 2014, when 696 driving bans were issued 

to this age group. Children as young as 12 years were among those banned in 2017, with 33 

disqualifications issued to those aged 13 years and under. 

UK courts can impose a driving ban on people who are legally too young to drive – but once they 

turn 17 years, and when their disqualification period ends, they are then able to drive again. In 

these circumstances, the penalty points would still show on the person’s licence and could lead to 

an increased ban if another offence is committed.  

 

CHECK FOR A SAFETY RECALL BEFORE BUYING A NEW CAR 

The DVSA has launched a new service to check if a vehicle has an outstanding safety recall. 

The service allows anyone wanting to buy a used car, and also existing 

car owners, to check for an outstanding vehicle safety recall. All you 

need to do is enter your car's registration number. 

By law, car dealers must fix safety recalls free of charge before selling 

cars to consumers. 

Check a car for any outstanding recalls at https://www.gov.uk/check-

vehicle-recall 

 

PURCHASING A NEW CAR 

(A Public Opinion) 

 

Over 17,000 AA members were recently questioned on the subject of the most important 

considerations when them why buying a car. The top two responses rated as being among the most 

important by around half of respondents were comfort and safety features. The third most was the 

car’s carbon footprint with just over a quarter (27%) citing this among the top things they consider. 
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CALL FOR MANDATORY ALCOHOL INTERLOCKS IN VANS, LORRIES AND BUSES ACROSS THE EU 

A new report shows more than 5000 deaths a year in EU still caused by drink-driving and there is a 

call for all countries to increase enforcement 

and introduce, where they don’t already exist, 

rehabilitation programmes for drink-driving 

offenders. Fortunately in the UK we already 

have drink drive rehabilitation course available 

to courts when dealing with drink drive 

offenders. However it is up to the magistrates at 

the time to refer the offender to such a 

programme but it is still voluntary as to whether 

they elect to undertake the course. 

The report also recommends that the EU should 

require alcohol interlocks to be fitted in all new 

“professional vehicles” and retrofitted to cars 

used by repeat drink-driving offenders. These 

are two of the main recommendations from the 

European Transport Safety Council (ETSC), 

authors of the report looking at how to reduce 

the 5000 deaths still caused by drink-driving in 

the European Union each year.  

In a major road safety package announced 

last month, the French government said all 

repeat drink-driving offenders would be 

required to install an alcohol interlock, an in-

car breath testing device that prevents the 

vehicle from being started if the driver is 

over the limit.  All coaches in France are 

already required to have the devices 

installed.  

In September last year, Austria launched a 

national rehabilitation programme for drink-

drivers that offers the option for drivers to 

install an interlock in order to get back 

behind the wheel before the full term of a 

driving ban has expired.  Belgium, Denmark, 

Finland, The Netherlands, Poland and Sweden 

have introduced similar programmes as have 

the majority of US states. 

In a review of vehicle safety regulation by the European Commission expected in May 2018, ETSC is 

calling for a standard electronic interface to be fitted to all new cars to make installation of an 

interlock easier when required by law. ETSC also says the devices should be fitted as standard on 

professional vehicles.  

A copy of the report can be found at  

https://www.grahamfeest.com/home/resources/documents/latest-uploads/ 

 

ABANDONED VEHICLES 

From a freedom of information request Confused.com found that the number of cars abandoned on 

the roadside has increased six-fold in the last four years. Accordingly Local Authorities spent almost 

£1m removing 32,000 cars in 2016 and 2017. However they only issued £116,000 in fines over the 

same period. According to the data, councils were also responsible for destroying 20,551 of the 

seized vehicles. The information gained indicated that Local Authorites in the South East removed 

the most unwanted vehicles throughout this period by taking care of 6,264 vehicles. 
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ANIMALS HIT BY MOTORISTS 

Almost 4,000 annimals were killed on the road in Great Britain in 

2016 and 2017 alone, according to a recent Freedom of 

Information request to Highways England, Transport Scotland and 

the Welsh Department for Transport. It has reveal some animals 

are more likely than others to be hit by a car; Top of the list 

were deer which accounted for 1,117 deaths, badgers have the 

second highest death count with 915 reported. Sadly, common 

domestic animals such as cats and dogs accopunted for 340 and 

286  deaths respectively.  In the last two years deaths of animals you wouldn’t expect to find on 

Britain’s roads, have also fallen victim with one wallaby killed on the M1 and a peacock on the 

A174. 

The overall picture is however probably much higher given the number of motorists who have said 

that they have collided with/hit an animal but have not reported the event and of course those 

who do not even realise that they have done so. 

Confused.com have produced a guide for drivers that lays out the steps you have to take when an 

accident has occurred https://www.confused.com/on-the-road/safety/animals-on-the-road 

Councils are being forced to remove an abandoned car every 30 minutes, according to a new 

investigation. 

SECTION 19 & 22 PERMITS 

The leading article in last months Traffic Safety Roads was about driving minibuses and the permit 

arrangements which are in place and were under discussion and review. 

Well I did not anticipate that a consultation surrounding the issue was so 

iminent but the Department for Transport has issued a a paper for comment 

about proposed changes to law and guidance about who can operate Public 

Service Vehicles/ Minibuses without a PSV licence. The document sets out 

why and how DfT proposes to amend legislation and guidance about who can 

operate PSVs without a PSV licence, using the system of permits that is set 

out in sections 18 to 23A of the 1985 Transport Act. 

The DfT is seeking views particularly with regard to: 

• Proposed changes to the guidance and ways in which it could provide greater clarity 

• Potential impact of the changes, to understand any likely effects of the changes  

From my initial reading I am unconvinced that the document makes it any clearer than before but 

we do have an opportunity to make that view known. If you are operating in a commercial 

environment it does not really represent much change but it still does not adequately help those 

who are within the voluntary arena answering the issues surrounding teachers for example who 

drive school minibuses. I was anticipating that we would define what we mean by driving on a 

voluntary basis. 

The consultation closes at 11:45pm on Friday 4 May 2018. 
A copy of the report can be found at  

https://www.grahamfeest.com/home/resources/documents/latest-uploads/ 
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If you wish to book for the event in Stirling then you can find more and book on line at 

https://www.grahamfeest.com/home/gfc-events/upcoming-events/conference-stirling-9-4-2018/ 

 

COMING SOON 

Monday 23rd July 2018 

The Holiday Inn Winchester – Driving Instructors/Trainers Conference organsed by the Graham Feest 

Consultancy along with a number of Driving Schools within that area. Details to follow shortly. 

Monday 24th September 2018 

The Guildhall Hull - Safer Roads Safer Vehicles Safer Road Users Safer Speeds 18 organsed by the 

Graham Feest. Details to follow shortly 
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